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The Great Northern and Southern Mafl.

Hon. A. V. Brown, Postmaster General, in his an-
nual report recommends the establishment of a mail be-
tween New York and New Orleans, by steamers from
the former place to Fernandina, thence by Rail Road
to Cedar Keys, and from that point to New Orleans by
steamers. His calculation is that the trip could thus
be made in about four days.

Welean to the opinion that the maile could be put
through in less time by from I2 to 20 hours by carrying
the mails by rail road to Wilmington or Charleston—
thence by steamers to Fernandina, and thence to New
Orleans by the proposed route.

‘We have been somewhat surprised to learn that Hon.
Wm. S. Ashe, President of the Wilmington and Wel-
don Rail Road Company, has recently visited Charles-
ton with the view of consulting with parties there in
reference to this matter, namcly, the establishment of a
line of first-class sea steamers to perform daily trips be-
tween Charleston and Fernandina, carrying the great
mail at a sufficiently high average rate of speed to meet
the requirements of the case, and secure for the route
the advantage in time over that by sea from New York
direct to Fernandina. Our surprise arises from the
fact that Wilmington has heen named as a ter-

minus for the line of steamers to Fernandina, and it

would possess an advantage amounting to seven, and
certainly to five hours over Charleston.

It is calculated, we believe, that the service between
New York and New Orleans, via Charleston, can be
thus performed :

New York to Wilmington,............ 32 hours.
Wilmington to Charleston,............. 10 «
Charleston to Fernandina,............. 10 «
Fernandina to Cedar Keys,............ 6 «
Cedar Keys to New Orleans........... 24 o«

This calculation is based upon the boats on the Gulf
going up the Mississippi River. If the route by Lake
Pontchartrain, and the railroad thence to the city of
New Orleans, be adopted, a saving of some hours will
result.

The proposition in regard to the three boats to com-
pose the line is said to be, that one-third be raised at
the point—say Wilmington or Charleston—from which
they are to start, to Fernandina—one-third by the Com-
panies between that point and New York, and one-third
by the contractors or builders of the boats or ships.

This, then, is a question for Wilmington as well as
Charleston, and we make these remarks for the double
purpose of bringing it to the attention of our people, and
of making some enquiry in regard to it of the authorities
of the Wilmington & Weldon R. R. Company, under
whose direction, we presume, Mr. Ashe entered into con-
sultation with Charleston. Has Wilmington nothing
to say, or is there nothing she is prepared to do about
it?

B&™ We notice a newer and truer sense of national-
ism asserting itself in Ireland, a sense that prompts
Irishmen to honor those who have honored them, rather
than to how down to lick the dust from their heartless,
and, in the case of the English Kings, pig-headed op-
pressors. Recently the City of Dublin inaugurated a
gtatue of Thomas Moore, the “ Bard of Erin,” who,
whatever his other weaknesses may have been, was still
true to his country, and infused the soul of patriotism in-
to every line of his exquisite melodies. 'Wenow see that
the City of Limerick proposes to erect a statue to the
memory of Sarsfield, who defended Limerick against
William of Orange, and so successfully as to compel the
English to make a treaty guaranteeing the rights of
Irishmen, which treaty was, of course, violated, after the
object of granting it had been accomplished. Even the
prejudiced Macaulay awards to Sarsfield the characteris-
tics of an able general, a chivalrous gentleman and a
true patriot. It is right that his effigy should stand in
the City of the violated treaty.

Sulcides.

We hardly take up a paper from any quarter without
being startled by the announcement of some suicide or
other. These things, we know, have always occurred,
and, we fear, always will occur, to some extent, but
their frequency of late times is positively startling. We
fear it is the necessary consequence of the hard times—
the painful re-action from the intoxication of delusive
prosperity—the failure of cherished speculations, follow-
ed by the certainty of pecuniary ruin, and in too many
cases, exposure fatal to reputations hitherto above sus-
picion. But even without the occurrence of the rever-
ges which have marked the recent commercial history
of the country, we cannot but think that the undue
tension of the faculties, the anxious straining after pro-
gress in business matters, the haste to be suddenly rich,
suddenly prominent, suddenly something or other, which
have grown upon us from day to day and from month
to month and from year to year, have produced a mor-
bid action of the brain, unstrung the nerves, deadened
the sensibility to the humbler and cheaper pleasures of
life, and prepared them to cast away that in which
they have no longer a healthful enjoyment.

It is seldom the serious, hardworking, laborious man
who commits suicide. The people of an apparently gay,
thoughtless, restless temperament arc most apt to doso.
The laughing, sportive Frenchman, far surpasses the
gloomy and reserved Britcn in his suicidal propensities.
The grave, ta¢iturn Turk is never known to make away
with himself. June exceeds November in its list of sui-

cides. The man who bas been born in humble cireum- | 8782

stances and who has been forced to endure privations
and bring up a family on the most straightened means,
hardly ever voluntarily abandons the life-long contest.—
While the facultics are kept within a certain sphere or
circle of duties and labors, while the definite average re-
sult of these labors alone is looked for, even failure to ob-
tain that, seldom so unhinges the mind as to wholly de-
stroy its balance and countervail the first law and im-
pulse of nature—the preservation of our own life. Suicide

is a speculative disease. It is frequent in a country of
revolutions like France, rare in England—unknown
among the changeless Asiatics. Every sudden revulsion
in the United States produces its crop of suicides, for
it unsettles the mind—drifts it from its moorings, makes
it the prey of alternate hopes and fears, gives to our feel-
ings & feverish, gpeculative, unreal character, causing us
to live in an unnatural atmosphere, and preparing us to
fall the victim of any sudden reverse of fortune, any sud-

den check to ambition.

3@ In Congress and thronghout the country atten-
tion is turned in one direction—turned until it has begun
to grow fatigued, but still turned from the impossibility
of withdrawing it or fixing it upon anything else until
Kansas is disposed of, and that may yet take time, for
every parliamentary device will be resorted to by the
opposition, to gain time to bring outside pressure to bear
upon the Democrats of the North—to stir up excite-
ments and call them public opinion. The impatience of
the country may compel a decision within a reasonable

time, but nothiog else will-

B&y- We glance over the debates in Cgngress, and

Kansas stares us in the face. 'We open our exchanges,
and still Kansas is the topic of discussion. 'We receive
private letters from friends at the seat of government,
and the same engrossing subject enters iuto the corres-
pondenee. It is there—or rather it is here, there, every-
where—it is upon us—it demands settlement—it must
be settled. The issue can be deferred 1o longer. The
Democrats in Congress from the North are threatened
with political death if they vote for the admission of
Kansas with the Lecompton constitution. Kvery en-
gine is put to work, every influence is brought to bear,
every outside pressure is made to operate. The men of
the South have before them a clear track. They will be
sustained at home. They are cheered by the voice of
approbation from home. But the case of Northern
Democrats is different. The issue is made almost a sce-
tional one—they are attacked with the utmost bitterness
as untrue to their section—a vast organization is in ex-
istence against them and threatens them with political
death, and some must fall, for the time at least, sacrifices
to their patriotic devotion.
‘We have marked this difference before, and commented
upon it, in connection with other issues, and we have
thought that sufficient justice bas never heen done by us
to the true men—the Democrats—of the North, for who
but Democrats do we expect to assist us in any such
emergency ? We freely accord our approbation to those
of our own section who stand up well. while cheered on
by this approbation—how much more should we appre-
ciate those from the North, who stand up in the face of
threats and denunciations—calamnies against their char-
acter, and plots for their ruin?

Tae Forsmpes Fruir.—Apples have played the
mischief with mankind and eke woman-kind, or kind
woman, ever since the world began. There is no proof that
the forbidden fruit, which Eve would eat, was an apple,
but everybody talks as though it were positively so sta-
ted. Then coming down to Homer, we find how an ap-

ple—a golden apple—(query : golden pippen ?)—caused
the ruin of Troy, and produced all manner of mischief.
But the last and latest difficulty with an apple, is thus
related by a Washington correspondent of the Boston
Post :

I cannot help telling you a little incident of Secretary
Toucey'’s reception. One of the guests, a gentleman having
a lady on his arm, took from the table a lm:g-e, fine apple,
probably for the little ones at home, and his coat sleeves
being large, he secreted it in the sleeve of hisright arm.
Unfortunately he forgot it at the time he should vot, for
in making his retiring bow he gave a flourish of
his arm and pitched the apple almost in the secre-
tary’s face! 1t bounded and rolled away till it lodged
under some lady’s crinoline,while th(;i;oor gentleman look-
ed as much mortified and astonished as if he had fired a
bomb-shell in the paelor. {The incident was too ludicrous
for gravity,and even the grave and dignified secretary was
forced into a broad smile, which expanded into a grin
all round the parlor. Some wag scrambled to get the
apple, and restored it to thediscomfitted gentleman, who
then incontinently took himself off.

&= We noticed a phenomenon this morning—izce—
positively ice formed wherever there was a puddle of
water iu the streets. It was not thick, but it was posi-
tive, palpable, tangible and cold—in fact, a genuine win-
ter morning, wholesome and bracing.

One Day Later from Europe.
New York, Feb. 4.—The steamship Edinburgh,
from Glasgow, at New York, brings the following :
Loxpox, 16th—noon.—Consols 9455 a 9434.
Liverroor, 16—evening.—Cotton in more demand—
gales 7,000 bales, including 3,000 on specnlation, closing
with less free offers.
No political news.

Congress.
Wasnixgros, Feb. 4, I858.

SkNaTE—Mr. Jones, of Iowa, presented a resolution
of the people of Iowa, against the admission of Kansas
under the Lecompton Constitution. The resolutions in-
structed him to vote against the admission, or resign his
seat, but he refused to obey. He was in favor of the
admission of Kansas, and would support the Adminis-
tration. The French Spoliation Bill was reported back,
and made the special order four weeks hence. The dis-
cussion of Kansas affairs was resumed. Mr. Brown
made a speech against the Lecompton Constitution.—
Mr. Wilson also made a speech against it. Mr. Green
spoke in its favor. The debate was very exciting and
interesting. Adjourned till Monday.

Houvse.—The select committee on the Tariff and Nav-
igation resolutions appointed Mr. Boyce of S. Carolina,
chairman. These resolutions look to free trade and iu-
ternal taxation. A long debate ensued on an unsatis-
factory reply of J. B. Williamson, who was arrested and
brought here from New York, on a summons to a&ypeur
before the investigating committee. He was finally re-
manded to the custody of the Sergeant-at-arms till to-
morrow to amend the reply. The Ohio contested elec-
tion case was discussed till the hour of adjournment.

Arrival of the Cahawba.
New Yorxk, Feb. 4th.—The steamer Cabawba, fromn
Havana, with dates to the 30th Jan., has arrived. The
American machine works of Lambden & Co., bave been
destroyed by fire. Loss $20,000. It was the largest
firc thut has occurred in Havana for years. Sugars are
unchanged and firm.

True Bill Agalnst Walker.
New Orreass, Feb. 3.—The grand jury have found
a true bill against Walker, Anderson, and others.

The Administration Sustalned In Pennsylvania.
H ARRISBURG, Feb. 4. —After a severe struggle;to-day,
the opponents of the Lecompton constitution were de-
featm{)m the house by twelve majority. This result has
caused great consternation among the republicans and
their over-zealous converts from the democracy.
Tur Corrins SteaMErs—A report that these steam-
ers were to be entirely withdrawn 1s contradicted. Itis
stated, however, that the company is somewhat embar-
rassed by the withholding of the money due them b
government for carrying the mails. The Atlantic will
leave New York on February 13th, and the other steam-
ers will follow in regular suceession. -

Recerers ¥rom Custons. —The following are the re-
ceipts of customs at various ports during January,
1858 :

New York, £0/25th. . cov crvconnemnanomnn sy 91,!}64,25;&9
Boston, to 23d. .. ......ciceiiiiieiiiiania s 220,975
Philadelphia, 80 23d. .. ... cvveeneeineeaannns 108,179
Baltimore; to 33, i .- - v svvaadsane s 39,000
Charleaton, 10 23d.......ccocnnuraeveisonnas 13,000
New Orleans, to 18th................ e it 107,000

$1,547,450
Estimate for fourth week. .. .. #... . ......... 75,000
Total forthemonth. .. ....... ...t $1,932,450

This, says the New York Courier, represents an ag-
te of about $20,000,000 a year, because January
is usnally a heavy month. But trade is manifestly re-
viving, and it is hoped that the receipts during the re-
mainder of the fiscal year will average $3,000,000 per
month. With the past receipts this estimate will bring
the total for the year up to $43,000,000, and will leave
a deficiency to be provided for by loans or treasury notes
of thirty-five to forty millions of dollars.

Ship owners have at least a crumb of comfort in the
decline in the price of beef and pork. Not only does it
give their ships employment in exporting, but reduces
the working expenses of a ship.

Orrician IntecriTYy.—In the United States Assay
Office, under tke management of S. F. Butterworth,
esq., an instance of this nature bhas recently been devel-
oped, which is well worthy of notice, The law allows

melter and refiner, in accounting in pare gold for the
raw gold intrusted to him for refinement, a credit of two
dollars in every thousand =o refined for wastage. During
the past year the bullion worked up at the Assay Office
of New York amounted to upwards of $25,000,000, on

his

$50,000; but, instead of doing so, he has just
vot only

account without any deduction for waste.
does this furnish the ]
officer, but it also shows how thoroughly competent he is
to discharge the duties of his office, and how tly
he must have organized the machinery used in the refin-
ing process.—Journal of Commerce.

Tae Vemwep Murperess. — Mrs. Rebinson, the
«Veiled Murderess,” is employed in knitting stockings in
Sing Sing Prison. On visitors entering the room in
which she is engaged at work, she invariably endeavors
to turn her face in an opposite direction, as if she were
the “observed of all observers.”—Old age and confine-

which, at the above rate, the melter and refiner was enti-
tled, in rendering his account, to claim an allowance of

t evidence of the integrity of that

w to leave their trages of decay on her once | large
countenance.

Burr and Hamilton Dael.

“ The duel between Burr and Hamiltou was fought
at 7 o'clock in the morning, and, immedin.tdy‘nﬁgtwa:ﬂs,
Burr returned to his own Eoum on Richmond Hill, (now
corper of Varick and Charlton streets.)

“ On the morning of the duel it chanced that one of
Burr's cousins arrived in town from Connecticut, and
made his way, about 8 o'clock, to Richmond Hill. Al
exis, the fuctotum of the establishment, obeyed his sum-
mons at the door, and showed him into the i 7, where
he found Colonel Burr, alone, and enguged in his usual
avocations. Burr received his young relative cordially,
and, in every respect, as usual.  Neither in his manner
nor his conversation was there any evidence of excite-
ment or concern, nor unything whatever to attract the
notice of his guest. Exeept the master of the house,
not a soul in Richmond Hill yet knew aught of that
morning’s work ; nor, indeed, could it be said, in auy
sense of the word, that the master himself knew what he
had done.

“Juo a few minutes breakfast was announced, and the
two gentlemen went to the dining-room and breakfasted
togetghl;. The conversation was still quite in the ordi-
nary strain, Burr inquiring after friends in the country,
and the youth giving the information sought. After
breakfast the guest bade his host zood morning, and
strolled off toward the city, which he reached about ten
o'clock. As he walked down Broadway, he fancied he
observed in s by that something extraordinary had
occurred or was ted. Near Wall street an ac-
quaintance rushed up to him, breathless, and said :

¢ Colonel Burr has killed General Hamilton in
duel this morning.’

¢« Why, no he hasn't ;' replied the young gentleman,
with the utmost positiveness, ‘ I have just come from
there and taken breakfast with him.’

¢ But,’ replied the other, ‘ I have this moment seen
the news on the bulletin.’

“The cousin reflected for a moment on the absolute
serenity of Burr's manner, and concluding that he would
certainly have mentioned so interesting an occurrence if
it had taken place, was still utterly incredulous, and, de-
nouncing the report as false, went on his way. Before
turning into Wall street, he found the whole city astir,
and soon had reason to suspect that the bulletin was un-
true. So completely could Burr command his features
and control his feelings."”

A Verdant Palr In an Omnibus.

A rather amusing incident took place yesterday, says
the Philadelphia Gazette. People who are accustomed
to riding in the Twelfth street omnibuses will remem-
ber that an agent is stationed at the corner of Race
street, o prevent any sixpenny short comings on the
part of the drivers. Yesterday afternoon, while stand-
ing at his post, the agent observed a young couple who,
it was evident at first sight, had never before visited
this or any other city. The young gentleman was dress-
ed in a grey suit of home-made cassimere, while the lady
flaunted in a low-priced delaine of a highly ex ted

ttern. The agent, with an eye to business, inquired
if they desired to ride, and upon receiving an affirmative
reply, stoppped an omnibus then ing. The twain
entered the vehicle and had ridden as far as Chestnut
street, when the driver gave the customary rap on the
roof of the 'bus, ag a hint that the fare should be forth-
coming.

The couple took no notice, but chatted away most

cheerily about the brick and mortar wonders spread out
before them. Pretty soon the driver put lis hand
through the circular aperture behind him, and held it
to reccive the usual fee. Greatly to our surprise, as
Wwell as to the mirth of the other ngers, the lassie
aforesaid jumped from ber seat, seized the grimmy paw
of the importunate Jehu, and shook it with a cordiality
that fairly made its owner winece. *“ Well, 1 declare,”
said she “but I am glad to see you. Then scating
herself and turning to her companion added, “ Why
Jogh, that air must be Jauke—Jake’s in the city you
know. As soon as 1 get done riding I'm a going to
have a regular talk with him.” The driver, who over-
heard this remark, and was sitting convulsed upon his
box, soon reinserted his bawnd, and again received a
hearty shake in a good old pnm{: handle style. < All
right,” says she, “T'll sce you byand by.” At this
moment a lady who had crammed a pocket handker-
chief in her mouth to prevent herself from laughing,
began to turn black in the face, and but for the pres-
ence of mind shown by our reporter, who relieved her
by patting the back of an enormous talma, the delicate
mouchoir would doubtless have produced strangulation,
and furnished a case for the Coroner.
T'he pantomine, however, attracted the attention of
the country lassie, who asked, “what are ye larfin at,
anyhow ?” A gentleman present who had partially re-
gained his composure, explained in a very delicate man-
ner the mysteries connected with omnibus pigeon holes
and drivers' hands inserted in them.  The poor girl was
so abashed at her verdancy, that she tendered her shill-
ing in silence, alighted immediately from the vehicle,
and followed by her male companion disappeared up
Kighth strect.

Mormon Flirtations.

Under the polygamic or “ plurality system of Mor-
mondom, as they prefer to call it, there is, as might be
expected, many a new afd curious development of social
life. A recent visitor {o Salt Lake City relates the fol-
lowing :—

« Elsewhere the attentions of the former to the latter
pass for nothing ; here a girl knows that her partuer may

wife s dancing in the vis-a-vis; and many a flirtation is
buoyed up by the circumstance. Men, too, of the bright-
er sort, love to use their position, and carry on canvas
that would capsize a monogamist craft. Second and
third wives take little heed of the wooing ; but you may
now and then see a woman glancing too (zuﬁcrly round,
and from her half concealed jealousy and hatred, and
fear predominating over the other two, you may guess,
what you will be told, that the watcher 1s an only wife ;
other women, if thcy see her, will come and tell her she
is no Mormon to look so after her husband, and laugh
at her foolish expectation of keeping an entire husband
to herself. That girl now evidently knows the wife is
watching her, and coquets all the more eagerly with the
husbund ; perhaps she may refuse him after all, perha
not wish to do so, perhaps find herself unable if she wish-
es; but they arc not the only couple followed by eyes
struggling to see, and yet not to believe. They tell me
F yonder loves his wife beyond the wont of hus-
bands in this part of the world, and will not marry an-
other ; so my partner, herself a wife, though mot in the
first lustrum of wives, tells me, and intimates her opin-
ion, that F and his wife are both fouls to set them-
selves against the fashion of the place. ‘But F
surely is flirting with Kate Copeland pretty strongly at
this moment,’ one suggests. Flirting—that is a gentle
word, we never use it ; but he's not really courting Kate,
he's only teasing his wife ; though he wont marry again,
he likes doing that. Were I unmarried, I would ask
the president to make him marry me." “ What for, to
tease her 77 “No, to teach her: then she would not
think herself better than the rest of us ; why should she ?’
I turned the subject, having no wish for an argumentum
ad hominem, and some places are unsuitable to the real
argumentum ad femimam.”

“ Ruopes’ Surer-ProspHATE oF Live."—We make
the following extract from the Washington correspon-
dence of the “ Missouri Republican,” at St. Louis, of
this celebrated fertilizer :

“The United States Agricultural Society closed its
sixth annual session in this city yesterday, after trans-
acting much important business. Various scientific re-
ports and papers were read, which, when published, will
be found beneficial to the agricultural world. Amon
the fertilizers claiming the attention of the society,%
understand that ‘ Rhodes’ SBuper-Phosphate of Lime’
carried off the palm. This is an article manufactured in
our neighboring city of Baltimore, and one which has
already acquired a national reputation. An article of
this description was recommended in I841 by Baron
Liebig, and has ever since been considered in Europe,
and most especially in England, as a manure of estab-
lished and unmistakeahle value. *‘Rhodes’ Super-Phos-
phate of Lime' undergoes a chemical ,analgsin, and is
certified pure in all cases by Drs. Higgins (State Agri-
cultural Chemist) and Bickell, of Maryland.

“ This valuable fertilizer, I understand, is not designed
to supercede the use of Peruvian Guano, but to aid,
economize, and improve it. The Guanc, by its excess
of ammonia, stimulates the soil, but at the same time
impoverishes it—-geting like strong drinks upon the hu-
man system ; while ¢ ﬂgodes’ Super-Phosphate of Lime’
farnishes *he nutritious materials for vegetable matter,
and at the same time enriches the soil, acting like solid
food upon the animal body. Such is the difference be-
tween these two fertiligers in their effects upon the soil
and its crops. According to reperts made to the Socie-
ty. the effects of ‘ Rhodes’ Super-P of Lime’
upon the wheat and corn crops of the past few years,
have been wonderful ; whilst upon tobacco and hemp,
yu':ld crop has been inereased one-third in weight and

The above fertilizer is to be bad in Wilmington, of
Messrs. Keith & Flanner. Sce advertisement in anoth-
rer column.
+A beauntiful inscription, it is said, mgobe found in an
Italian grave-yard : “Here lies Etela, w tnmmm:]a
fortune to heaven in acts of charity, and gone
thitber to enjoy it.”

at any moment be her lover and her suitor, though his I

————
——— e —

Questrox.— Tired of it "—so are we.

Tee Kaxsas

It is time to be tired of it. Ofall the factious, fictitious
issues which have sprung upon the pation, rarely have

we bad unything so disreputable, so worthless as this.
The Kansas-Nebraska act should have been, as it was
designed to be, the end of the coutroversy. But since
its , and up to this hour, when almost everybody
mllms its substantial justice and propriety, it has been
made by interested speculators and politicians a faming
brand amidst the political affairs of the nation. 'To this
very hour, with the prospect of an easy, equitable, just

final scttlement of the perplexed issuc within imme-
diate command, we find the strife at its very acme. and
malcontents writhing in view of the most rational and
obvious solution of the whole difficulty. 1t is time to
be tired of so factitious and degrading a theme of strife.

To an impartial observer of the contest it affords an
illustration of the weakness of men, however great they
way be, measured by the mere antagonisms of political
life. Itis casy to put up an issue uhder favor of popu-
lar prejudice, and discuss its abstract merits with all the
filerceness, force and persistency of gladiatorial strife.—
But the value of the contest in the end is only to be cal-
culated by the applause of the spectators, and the per-
sonal renown and dizement of the contestants.—
No public good can be derived from the conflict, more
than that which must inevitably flow from the suceess
of sound principies. The sooner those principles are
vindicated and brought into pmqtical effect, the better
it is for all those whose peculiar interests are not identi-
fied with strife.

The message of the President accompanying the con-
stitution of Kansas is a plain, frank, vigorous, states-
manlike document. There 1s no ad captandum about it
in spirit or phraseology. There is no attempt in any
way whatsoever to defend or excuse the wrongs that
have been perpetrated in Kansas. The sole purpose is
to exhibit the suceessive transactions which have taken
place under legal authority, and to present, for the final
action of Congress, the result as it has been bronght at
length to the executive recognition. In doing this, the
President simply expresses his desire that Congress will
approve the constitution of Kansas, and admit her as a
sovereign State into the Union. He prudently infers
from the history of the past, trouble, strife and dangers
which no man can foresee, in the future, i’ this issue is
prolonged by the rejection of the Lecompton constitu-
tion.

Out of the field of party strife we are not insensible
of the importance of a question which has so long dis-
turbed the peace of the nation. Early in the history of
K ansas, as a Territory, we became familiar with the out-
rages which disgraced the scene, and denounced them
and their perpetrators. We have not a doubt that great
wrong has been done in the progress of public affairs uE
to this day ; or that a bitterness of feeling exists whic
it is difficult to estimate here. We believe that a large
number of the residents of Kansas have abstained from
voting as the consequence of this feeling ; and that
frauds have been practiced to a shameful extent in the
very face of all the effort that the governors and com-
bined authorities of the Territory could exert to the con-
trary. These things are in a degree incidental to new
territory ; but it has been the misfortune of Kansas, as
the battle-ground of the slavery question for a few years
past, to be peculiarly exposed to these evils.

But how are they to be estimated from the present
point of view ? The organic act secured to the people
of Kansas the right to form and regulate their domestic
institutious in their own way. It was the duty of the
general government to maintain the constituted authori-
ties during the progress of the Territory to that maturi-
ty of constitutional character which should develop the
proportions of the State. Both these things have been
done, and Kansas now applies for admission to the Uni-
on as a State organized upon a republican constitution.

"T'o refuse this appeal involves the most serious conse-
quences, present and future. It must ignore the broad
principle of the Kaifsas-Nebraska act ; deny the legality
of transactions which have taken place in strict con-
formity with it ; approve the protestations of malcon-
tents as the basis of action against proceedings had un-
der authority of law ; bring into activity an obnoxious
congressional interference ; originate a new series of pro-
ceedings within the Territory ; rekindle in all their fury
the elements of strife there and throughout the Union,
and prolong indefinitely the abominable contest, under a
state of feeling which none ean contemplate but with
apprehension, whatever may be the views of policy en-
tertained.

On the other hand, the adjustment of the whole mat-
ter is within the direet scope of honorable congressional
action. It is not for us, or for any journal to make an
appeal with the hope of inducing a politician to change
the course he has coneladed to take upon the subject.—
But it is our duty to put the matter plainly and intelli-
wently before our readers. to illustrate the true issue, and
50 to let the result indicate the character of the action
by which it is attained, whatever it may be.

Baltimore Sun.

Escape of an American Vessel from Detentlon at
Marsellles.

Letters from Marseilles state that an American ship,

the Adriatic, bad run down a French steamer, destroy- (

ing life and property to a considerable extent. The
Adriatic was placed under embargo until the damages
could be judicially settled, but she surprised the autlrori-
ties by stealing off. “ The French Government will ap-
ly at Washington for redress.” A letter from Mar-
seilles, dated January 10, gives the following additional
particulars : “ Since yesterday the whole town has been
talking of a strange affair, which it is thought may give
rise to serious diplomatic complications. You remember
the fearful collision between the Lyonnais, a French
steamer belonging to the Messrs. Gauthier Brothers,
and the Adriatic, an American ship, when the former
vessel foundered.  Upon that occasion the American
Captain left the scene of the disaster without troubling
himseif about the result, and on reaching his Jdestination
omitted to make any mention in his report of the un-
fortunate occurrence. Several months having elapsed,
the Messrs. Gauthier learned that the Adriatic was ly-
ing at anchor in the harbor of Ciotat. An order was
immediately obtained to sequestrate her and bring her
here where a stricter survillance is maintained in the
port. Capt. Durham lost no time in protesting against
this measure, and appealed to our Tribunal of Commerce,
in which the pleading of a young avocat, M. Aycard,
himself an American, by descent, ained the day for his
client. From this judgment the French owners of the
Lyonuais appealed to the Court of Appeals at Aix, and
the cause was brought before that tribunal, when the
previous decision was quashed and the American ship
declared a lawful prize.

During the proceedings in this latter court the Adria-
tic was unrigged, Captain Durham was not the man
to submit quietly to an adverse sentence. and acecording-
ly, in concert with one of his fellow countrymen, he de-
vised the following scheme, The ship Meaher, command-
ed by Captain Smith, was also under sequestration on
account of a heavy debt contracted by her, and which
had not been paid. Capt. Smith, a daring and reso-
lute fellow, contrived to bring her alongside of the
Adriatic. This maneuvre being effected the Meaher's
cargo was shifted in a very short space of time to the
hold of the Adriatic, on board ot which at the same time
the other’s rigging was transferred. The Captain then fol-
lowed, and at 3 o'clock in the merning of Saturday last
the Adriatic passed the Joliette port. At this point
there is always on duty a boat of t&? Custom-house, and
the officer who was in her, hailed the ship, when Cap-
tain Durham leaned over the side. « Are your papers
all right ?”” asked the officer. “ Oh, yes,” answered the
captain. “ What's the name of your ship?”’ « The
Moon,” replies he, and out tosea the Adriatic goes.

thouﬁin condemned to be sold for the benefit of Messrs.
Gaathicr, with her double 0. Her departure was
not

reeived till broad daylight, and then a complaint
was lodged, but a whole day had been lost. They say
that the prefect ordered out the Chaecal, a war paddfe
steamer stationed in the old port, and away she has gone
to catch the Adriatic, if she can. She has not returned
from her chase, and our seafaring men think the Ameri-
can has run into some creek along the Spanish coast.—
Capt. Smith, just before his d«}zz;rmre. bought three
guns, other arms, and some powder, all of which were
conveyed from the Meaher to the Adriatic. This cu-
rious affair will, perhaps, not be easily settled.”

_Tue Tarrer Corrvrrion Busixess.—Washington
gﬁatches say tg‘flat the Tariﬁslgmgating Committee
a protracted session on Sa . . 8
now bgen before them for four da o e
ﬁ;: through _thh him yet. e testified that 0. B.
tteson, during the pendency of the Tariff bill stated
that it would take at least twenty-five thousand dollars
to get the bill throngh Congress; that Matteson pro-
ceeded from Washington to New York for the purpose
of making the arrangement; but he does not state
whether Matteson received the money. When asked by
a member of the Committee whether he had ever loaned
any money to members of C he hesited and quib-
bled, but finally said that he did not think they had a
right to ask such a question. The Committee insisted
upon an answer. He then stated that there had been
some money loaned—how much he did not know. Mr.
Banks borrowed seven thousand dollars ; apother mem-
ber had borrowed some which the books of the company

8, and they have not

to the House for power to arrest an unwilling witness.

The Wuh:.m correspondent of the Boston Herald
furnishes the f i hm%gmﬁon relative
to the resources and abitities of ico:

It is rted that Mexico made overtures towards
the sale of Sonora and other territory to the U. States.

Sonora had a population of 139,374, with au area of
16,427 square miles, and is one of the western or Pacific

coast States. The direction of Walker and his backers,
who must have some field for their ambition, being turn-
ed to the rich States of Northern Mexico, let us exam-
ine their resources, location and importance. The po
ulation of Coahuila in IS5 was 73,340, its area 7,947
square miles ; Nuevo Leon, in 1851, had a population of
133,361, and an area of 2,203 25-I100ths square miles ;
and Tamaulipas, in 1851, had a population of 100,064,
and an area of 3,807 65-100ths square miles. By the
treaty of 1848, Mexico ceded to the United States 25,-
362 65-100ths square wiles of the territory of Coahuila,
and 2,431 35-100ths square miles of Tamaulipas. In
geographical position, ’I‘amnull-pas is defined as an east-
ern or gulf coast State of Mexico, while New Leon (or
Nueva Leon) and Coahuila are classed as interior States
of Mexico. In order to a more perfect understanding of
the character of these various States, we will inform
the readers of the Herald that Tamaulipas is bonnded
North by the State of Texas, north-west by the Mexi-
can State of Coahuila, on the west by the States of
New Leon, San Louis Potosi and Vera Cruz, and on
the east by the Gulf of Mexico. In breadth it varies
!from 12 to 55 leagues. This State has more than 350
miles of sca coast, and is fringed with lagoons varying
from 4 to I8 miles in width, divided from the Gulf by a
' bank of sand.

The shallowness of the shores along the coast, and the
dangerous bars which choke the mouth of the rivers,
render the navigation difficult and dangerous for vessels
of almost all classes. The chief productions in this State
are tobacco, coffee, sugar, cotton, corn, barley. wheat,
jalap, sarsaparilla, vanilla, mal >gany, ebony, dyewoods
and every variety of tropieal fruit. o

The coasting and foreign trade is conducted princi-
pally in the ports of Tampico de Tamaulipas and Mata-
moras. From these places, large quantities of European
and North American manufactures enter the middle and
northern States of the republic, Queretaro, San Luis,
Nuevo Leon, Coahuila, Zacatecas, Jalisco, Durango,
Chihuahna and Sonora, receive most of their foreign
supplies from these points. Tampico de Tamanlipas, on
the northern bank of the Panuco, is the principal com-
mercial port of this State. Its bar is dangerous, and
its harbor considered unsafe. The town is situated in
the midst of extensive marshes, and cannot be approached
by large vessels. Its foreign commerce is represented as
increasing, though a consular return from that port,
bearing date Februnary 17, 1854, says that the trade
with the United States is on the decrease, owing to
* high rates of dutics, both impost and consumption, as
also circulation and munieipal.”

Tampico exports hides, sarsaparilla, goat-skins, fustic,
vanilla, wool, jerked-beef, and Mexican hemp. Tampico
is the outlet of the metals and the other productions of
San Luis Potosi, Guanajuato, Zacatecas, and Durango,
considered to be the richest mining district in Mexico.
The total trade of Tampico, for the year ending Dec. 31,
1852, in American vessels, was 8434 880—of which
inward cargoes amounted to $196,936. and outward car-
goes $237.944. In vessels fromall other foreign nations,
the trade was $4,060,702—of which #£1,032,012 was in-
ward cargoes, and $3,028,690 was outward cargoes.

The number of American vessels in that trade was 22 ;
the number of British vessels 17,of which 14 belonged to
the British Royal Mail Steamship Company, and were
sailing vessels. The total trade for the period named in
British vesselg, was $3,215,918, of which $287.500 was
inward cargoes, and $2,928 418 outward cargoes. The
total trade in French vessels, 9 in number, was $400,-
800, of which 398,000 was inward, and $2,080 out-
ward cargoes. The total trade in Spanish vessels, 7 in
number, was $189,476, of which $139,300 was inward,
and $50,176 outward. The residue of the trade at the
port of Tampico, during 1852, was distributed between
Sardinia, Hamburg, Holland and Mexico.

Matamoras lies on the right bank of the Rio Grande,
or Rio Bravo del Norte, at the distance of nearly 30
miles from its mouth. For purposes of navigation, this
river is, perhaps, the most important in Mexico, and has
roved navigable for steamers for a considerable distance
into the interior.

The imports into the port of Matamoras consist chief-
ly of breadstuffs, spices, provisions and cloths, from New
Orleans ; exports of specie, hides and wool. In 1844,
therc entered 33 vessels, floating inward cargoes of the
value of about $550,000, and ontward bound of nearly
an equal amount. Two thirds of all commercial opera-
tions at this port are under the American flag. In 1841,
commercial movements with United States reached the
sum of 23 millions of franes—12 millions for inward and
11 millions for ontward cargoes.  Of the imports, Brit-
ish merchandise imported in American bottoms reached
five millions, while American produce and manufactures
'amounted to only two and a half millions. French
merchandise in American bottoms figured as high as I-
300,000 franes, and German 1,080,000. Cotton cloths
mostly British) reached in this trade, 5,136,000 francs,
The export trade of the United States during this year
covered 9,000,000 francs in specic, and 2,000,000 hides.
These facts are learned from the * Commercial Re-
lations,” compiled by Edmund Flagg, Fasq., of the
State Department, and convey statistieal and geograph-
ical information which will be valuable to our readers
even if there should be no immediate independence and
annexation.

Cause and Effect.

The newspapers announce that Messrs. Bowen, Mec-
Namee & Co., of New York, who suspended for a very
large amount, during the Panic, “have resumed pay-
ment, and meet all their obligations as they mature, in
full.” This is good news for their creditors. Would
the public know what accelerated, if it did not cause,
the suspension? Bowen & McNamee, during last year,
expended about $500,000 in building a marble palace,
next to the Broadway Theatre, and, no {]onl)t, the with-
drawal of such a large amount from their working capi-
tal seriously incommoded and involved them during st
autumn’s commercial erisis.  Could the truth be arrived
at, it would probably be found that building up marble-
faced palatial places of business, in New York, led to
many a failure there.

The  religious newspaper,” called the Independent,
was (probably continues) the property of Bowen & Me-
Namee, and harl a considerable eirculation in commer-
cial circles all over the country, on account of its giving
a weekly list of failures and suspensions. This was all
very well, until B. & MeN. had to inscribe their own
names on this black list. Immediately after, they dis-
covered that the publication of the list wounded the
feelings of many parties, and dropped it. When this
was done, one newspaper agent in Philadelphia, who
used to sell 300 copics a week over the counter, found
his sale diminished to fwo copies, at which it continues
to stand !

Tue Frexcn Svave Trabpe—A letter from Cay-
enne, of December 8, in the Phare de la Loire, says :—
“ We have to inform you that the Orion, of Nantes,
which was despatched by Captain Chevalier from the
Western Coast of Africa, on October 11, with 251 ne-
gro laborers on board, arrived in this port on November
20. She lost but five during the ;3 they died of
dysentery. Everybody was delighted with the fine ap-
pearance of the men, and the principal inhabitants of the
colony are preparing a petition to the French govern-
ment, praying that a great many more such men may be
sent to them, as 2,000 more negroes would not be suffi-
cient to supply the demand.”

ApoLrtioN oF SLAvERY 1IN Kansas—The following
are the main sections of the bill which has passed one
branch of the territorial legislature of Kansas, aholish-
ing slavery in that territory after the first of March:—

Sec. I. Be it enacted by the Governor and Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Territory of Kansas, That slavery
and involuntary servitude in said territory is hereby for-
ever abolished and prohibited, except for the punishment
of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted.

Sec. 2. All persons now held in slavery or involunta-
ry servitude in said Territory, or who have heretofore, or
shall hereafter be brought into the said Territory for the
purpose of being so held, are hereby declared to be free.

Sec. 3. Any person who shall now hold, or who shall
hereafter attempt to hold, any person in slavery or in-
voluntary servitude in said territory, except for the pun-
ishment of crimes whereof the party shall have heen du-

guilty of misdemeanor, and be punished by confinement
at hard labor in the penitentiary for any term not less
than two years nor more than five.

Sec. 4. That all laws and parts of laws establishing,
recognizing or regulating the institution of slavery in
the Territory of Kansas, heretofore passed by the Legis-
lative Assembly, be and the same is hereby repealed.

The remaining sections only provide for the mode of
trial and punishment of those who violate the provisions
of the law as given above.

_ The cholera has carried off a large number of victims
in Hondurag— in the t of Gracias over 5000
persons having died. greater part of these were at-

applied | tacked after the opening of the graves of some persons

who died of the cholera some twenty years ago.

P-| us as a dark, barren rock, hut

ly convicted, shall upon conviction thereof, be declared | 868
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pe of ihe From the Honolulu Advertige,.
rulze Morning Star to the
Days Battle Between the Cannibals —How they Coqy

Teaving the Tsand of B
ving ud of Hivaoa, which has b :
od as the future principal station, of the Misse. e
Margquesas, the packet Morning Star sailed, with (),
addition to our number of KeEe!n., for the Island of
tuhiva, where a portion of the Mission was still loc-.m-:;-
At an carly morning hour, when Venus and Jupiter, a|.
most In conjunction, were shining with brightness thyt
nearly an early moon, the ﬂl;land loomsup before
_ , " as mornin, 1
over its ridges, it reveals a sight truly mngnﬁmﬁiﬁ
as our vessel approaches still nearer, and sails along the
lee, green valleys open to the view, with vegetation frop
the water’s edge to the highest mountain summit. };f:
fore us lies the deep bay of Hanaveve, over -whose sy,
face glides the swallows of the sea, and in whose m-aim
the unwary ':O;fmm gambols. ‘

Hanaver Valley, which lies oppossite the bay, docs
not resemble our Hawaitan valleys. It is not a gentle
slope between two hills, but a rivine with steep sides, ap-
parently split out from the mountains. It is, however
one of the largest, most beautiful and productive of the
many glems of Fatuhiva. This vally Eas recently beey
the scene of a protracted war between the neighboring
tribes  Oue of these contests lasted nine days, at the
close of which the bodies of the captured dead were gates,
This cannibal custom prevails throughout the group.—
They do not have a great feast over these human bodie
as is generally supposed to be the case, but the body i
cut to pieces on the battle field, and each warrior takes
his piece—an arm, a joint, a rib, according to his merit
—raises it on his gun over his shouder, and marche
home. Here he calls his relations together and devour
the flesh, —some cooking it in slices like pork, but most eat
it raw. The motive which induces them to eat the bodies
of their enemics is revenge ; they feel that their revenge
is not satisfied until they have tasted of their blood and
flesh. When their hatred, anger and revenge are at i
highest point, and their enemy lies dead before them
then it culminates in the fiendish act of eating human
flesh, and we may easily imagine that the quivering heart
that cringes and grates between their ﬂoody teeth, is
the sweetest morsel that a heathen warrior can taste—
This cannibalism is confined mostly to the older natives,
The younger people appear to be ashamed of the practic,
and it is probable that before many years it will be ey
tinet among Marqusans.

Thig famous battle of Hanaveve, Kekela tells us, lust-
ed nine days. It consisted rather of a skirmishing,
though shots enough were fired to have killed a regi-
ment. It is quite likely that these simple warriors did
their firing with eyes shut, as during the entire contest
but one or two persons were killed. The beaten party
in this terrible scare entered into a compact with their
conquerors, in which hostages were exchanged, but those
of the vanquished ran away, (from fear of being devour-
ed, perhaps,) and returned to their tribe, who immedi-
ately, in the most secret manner, took “bag and bag-
gage” from the soil of their ancestors, and made a hasty
retregf to the Island of Tahuaka. The victors, having

ined more than they anticipated, but just what they

esired, took possession and divided the spoil. This
contest was an ancient feud. There were but two points
of approach to the valley, one by the mountain pass aud
and one by sea. Never before had the enemy been able
to force this narrow passa a fastness of nature-—
They had been forced to steal through the northern point
of the island, from whence they discharged their firearms
upon their enemies and retreated. It is now said that
the exiles are home sick, that they desire to return, and
that there are those of the conquerors who would wel-
come them back.

Another valley, so little that it would seem as if no
one could covet it, was pointed out to us, inacecessible
except by sea, yet it hnﬁm story of aggression. It hal
thirty inhabitants, who repulsed every attack of their
more numerous invaders. By land, perpendicular cliffs
rendered it nearly imp ble. Determined to conquer,
the enemy let their warriors down the bare face of the
rock, the rope swinging them in its decent, as il they
were only bird-hunters on the Shetland Islands. Ten
doomed men had reached the bottom, when the inhabi-
tants of the valley arose and slaughtered every one of
the invaders. This was sufficient ; since then their ene-
mies had let them alone.

The Morning Star is now in acalm, His white flag.
however, has been seen from the distant ridge which
forms the northern boundary of Omoa Bay, and the Chic/
who protects Kawi ma, has conic off to see the strangers.
Kekela greets him. Hardly a minute after he is on
board, and is informed eia no ka mokw o kakow, which
puts ber under the protection of the Chief, who imme-
diately lays a tabso on the pilfering propensities of hiz
followers. As his canoc was the first that reached us,
and the best also, that came off to us, or that we at any
time saw while at the islands, it may be not uninterest-
ing to describe it, though to Hawalians the deseription
may not be new. It was from fifteen to twenty feet
long, and had a beak or prow six more in length, ending
in a rude carving, which might be mistaken for a god,
but that the Marquesans worship no images. The prow
was a mere ornament.  In war, however, it is used to
dash against the opposing canoe. The outrigger was
very rude, consisting of threc common straight han
sticks, arranged at right angles to each other and the
canoe. The paddles were all of hard wood, narrow,
radely carved, and ended in a swall projection, which
served as an introduction to the water.

War axp PestiLeNce.—It is computed that in the
Crimean war the British army lost by the sword, by
disease, and other contigencies of war, 111,313 men, and
that 37,400 more were left in valids for life,. What will
be the loss of human life in India for five or ten years.
commencing with the outbreak of the mutiny there ’—
The answer would be a saddeningjexhibit of war’s merci-
less thirst for victims.

ConsisTexcy.—The Frederick Union is informed that
Mr. Berry, the Speaker of the Maryland Know Nothing
House of Delegates, Vaughan Smith, Chief Clerk, Bun-
ting, a Clerk of the House, and the Sergeant-at-arms of
the Sepate, are all clergymen of the same denomination.
Four preachers of onc church! If one Catholic priest
had been made candle-snufler, the welkin would have
rung with shouts of “ Popish aggression,” and if another
had been given a subordinate place among the officials
of the House, it would bave been regarded as proof pos-
itive of the grasp of Reme. “ Consistency, thou art a
jewel !"—Rockville Sentinel.

Sravery 1x Cavniroryya.—Senator; Gwin, some years
ugo, carried several slaves with him to California, who,
after working about a year, sued him for wages. The
case has lately been decided by Judge Norton, of San
Francisco, who, in his decision, stated that no contract
was proved, and that the circumstances of these slaves
bore an analogy to those of adult children who remaine
with their parents and worked for them. The law would
not imply a promise to pay wages; and some proof of
contract or request must be proved to justify a judgment
in favor of the claimant.

A Dove Story.—A gentleman of this city, who bs:
a dove cot at his residence at the West End, relates the
following incident as having occurred last week. In the
cot were a male and female dove and two squabs. Th*
male squab having died, the elderly dove drove from bi-
nest his female mate, promoted to his bed and bhoard tb¢
young female squab. Finally, upon one occasion whe!
the female appeared at the door of the cot, the male sal
ed out, pecked at her and drove her away. The pers
cuted mother flew down to perch below, where, with h«
head under her wing, she remained for a short time and
then fell suddenly to the ground. The inmates of the
house who had witnessed the proceeding, immediate!y
went out and ascertained that the dove was dead bul nv
wound was found sufficient to cause death. Possibl
she died of a broken heart from the brutal treatment ¢!
her false and fickle mate.—Bostore Traveler.

Overations 1xn Crove.—Though the opinions of me
dical men are very much divided as the absolute meri!-
of surgical treatment in croup and kindred diseases, 1t -
asserted to be a fact, well established by numerous o)
servation, that out of thirty-five operations, conducté’
with consumate skill and with the best instrumes’s
twenty-eight cases on an average terminated fatally
Some of the reasons of this result are guite obvious
The larynx, in the tender stazes of life, is a very narr®
tube, hardly the diameter of eight or nine lines; to ™
move the membrane of croup, a pair of forceps—accord
ing to the heretofore best approved methods of trache
tomy, and particularly that of Trapean—is to be i
duced into the larynx, and for this p the cartils
must be eut across to a considerable extent, mw-?‘_'
ing bleeding from the thyraid veins, which in many '
stances has been productive of suffocation. Bcs:fh-s.t_h!-
the adventitions membrane, laid open by the incisiot
sometimes so little cohesion as not to admit ™
being laid hold of by any instrument in order to be di i
tached and removed. The inflammation, also, consequc™
upon the opening and otherwise desirable for the healil
up of 2 more considerable wound, is believed to be "
the way of the subsequent treatment of the discasc.

A Hige Oup Joke—A close student of the Bib¥
suggests, in the Marietta Inteligencer, that thereis “'“""]"i
for supposing that one of the descendants of _Aaron %
High Priest, wasa native of Ohio. See Ezra vil. &
which reads : “The son of Zerahiab, the son of Uz, !

son of [a] Bukki.”
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